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The  egg-feed  price  ratio  during  the  1948  hatching  season  probably  will  be  below 
both  last  year  and  the  long-time  average.  Egg  prices  may  be  slightly  higher  than  last 
year,  but  feed  prices  will  be  substantially  higher. 
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The  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  at  a  Glanoe 


Item 


Unit 


Month  if "™rage    194g  {  194? 

1936-45 
 I  S  i  


"-^SSES* 1946  • 1947 

 1  t  1  


Commeate  about  1947 


Farm  production 

Average  number  of  layers  on  farms 
Rate  of  lay  per  hen 
Apparent  civilian  per  capita 
disappearance 
Frozen  egg  production 
Dried  egg  production 
Prices  received  by  farmers 


Prices  received  by  farmers  as  a 
percentage  of  parity 

Retail  price  (BAE) 
Egg-feed  ratio 
Stocks  1  1/ 
Shell 

Frozen 

Dried 
Chicks  Hatched 

Potential  layers  on  farms «  l/  z/ 
Hens  and  pullets  of  laying  age 
Pullets  not  of  laying  age 


Prices  received  by  farmers 
for  chickens 


Prices  received  by  farmers  as  a 
percentage  of  parity 


Retail  price  of  chickens  (BAE) 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for 
turkeys 


Stocks  1  1/ 

Poultry,  excluding  turkeys 

Turkeys 
Chicken-feed  ratio 
Turkey-feed  ratio 

Receipts  of  poultry  at  Central 
Western  Frimary  Markets,  per 
plant 


Mil. dor. 

Million 
Number 

Number 
Mil. lb. 

H  M 

Ct.  per 
doz. 


Percent 


Ct.  per 

doz. 
Lb.  feed 


1,000 
cases 

1,000 
cases 

Mil, lb. 


Oct. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Nov. 


Aug. 
Nov. 


208.4    265.8  288.1 

313.7    344.9  351.4 
7.9        9.2  9.8 


25.1  31.7 

  1.9 

  2.9 

35.4  47.8 


83 


86 


30.4 
4.7 
0.2 

53.4 


86 


36.8  52.8  66.6 
16.7      13.1  11.3 


Nov. 

■ 

n 

Nov. 
■ 

n 

Dec. 
Dee. 


Sept. 
Dec. 


185.9    2  59  .  2    27  4.2 

343.2    373.1  376.7 
6.4       8.3  8.7 


23.3 


30.1 
2.3 
2.5 


34.3      47.0  58.7 


86 


85 


93 


Exceeds  any  previous 
year. 

Continues  at  a  record. 
Near  a  record  in  Nov. 


Highest  Dec.  prie« 
sinoe  1920. 

Parity  index  in  Dec, 
1947  was  .245  compared 
nrith  212  in  Dec,  1946. 


40.0  59.0  74.2 
15.9      13.3  12.0 


Below  any  previous 


Oct.        3,539    3,585  1,818 


Nov.        1,539^  1,717 


814 


Oct. 
Oct. 


Million  :0ot. 
11  ,nn 

it         j  n 

n  j  n 

s 


4,174  4,496  5,056 
  19.5  33.9 

24.9  39.5  37.3 

532.1  487.7  491.2 

368.2  361.3  366.3 
163.9  126.4  124.9 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 

n 
it 
■ 


3,332  3,538  4,380 

  11.2  33.4 

24.4      44.8  34.1 

501.6  452.3  459.8 

401.6  384.8  387.2 
100.0      67.5  72.6 


Poultry 


Ct.  per  1 
lb.  jNov. 
s 
t 
1 

Percent  jNov. 
t 
< 
1 

Ct.  per  » 
lb.  'Aug. 
t 

Ct.  per  1 
lb.  tNov. 


Mil. lb.  :0ct. 
t 

Mil. lb.  sOet. 

Lb.  feedjNov. 
n        n     .  n 

i 
s 
t 


17.6      27.5  24.9 


106  114 


90 


33.2      46.8  48.2 


22.8      37.1  35.8 


121.1    177.5  213.1 


15.4 
8.3 
10.6 


B3.5 
7.5 
10.2 


64.8 
5.3 
7.6 


Dec. 


Dec. 


Sept. 


Dec. 


Nov. 

Nov. 
Dec 


17.6      27.4  25.2 


105 


113 


90 


34.0      52.9  52.5 


23.4      35.0  39.0 


148  .  3    1  84.3  230.8 


33.3 
8.2 
10.8 


116.7 
7.7 
10.1 


85.9 
5.2 
8.0 


Nov.  and  Dec. 


Below  any  recent  year 
but  1945. 

About  one-third  ar« 
government  holdings. 

Almost  all  are  USDA 
owned. 

j  Culling  rate  in  recent 
)  months  about  average. 


One  of  the  few  agri- 
cultural commodities 
below  last  year. 

USDA  has  support  pro- 
gram in  effect  but 
no  purchases  have 
been  made. 


Dec  price  exoeeded 
only  in  Oot.,  1946. 

Exceeds  any  year  but 
1945. 

Above  any  year  but  1946 
All  time  low. 

Lowest  for  Dec  since 
1936 


1,000 
lb. 


1  Oct. 


38.1      34.7  34.2 


Nov. 


32.6      20.6  31.8 


1/  End  of  month. 
2/  1941-45  average. 
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SUMMARY 

■  ..Average-egg- prices -in  19^8  are  likely  to  be  "near  support  levels  (90- per- 
cent of  parity),,    During  this  coming  flush  production  season ,  support  levels 
will  "be  higher  than  actual  returns  in  I9V7 .    However ;  during  that  season  farmers 
in  the  Northeast  are  likely  to  receive    lower  prices  than  last  year  while  those 
in  the  Midwest  may  get  higher  prices.    During  19^7,  differences  in  prices  among 
regions  were  the  widest  in  many  years , 

Egg  production  during  the  first  half  of  19^-8  probably  will  equal  that 
of  19^7 i  since  the  number  of  layers  on  farms  January  1,  I948  is  nearly  the  same 
as  on  January  I,  19^7,    Output  for  the  first  six  months  is  expected  to  be  ahead 
of  last  year  in  the  Northeast  and  West    but  below  in  the  West  Central  and  South 
Central  States . 

Egg  consumption  in  November  was  higher  than  any  other  November,  except 
1946.    Per  capita  domestic  disappearance  in  I948  will  continue  very  high/  but 
supplies  in  early  lQkQ ' will  exceed  domestic  demand,    However,  the  excess  quantity 
m  I9U8  is  expected  to  be  less  than  the  275  million  dozen  eggs,  shell  equivalent, 
purchased  by  the  USDA  in  19V?. 

New  tariff  rates  and  concessions  on  poultry  products  and  other  commodities 
became  effective  January  1  in  accordance  with  the  Geneva  "agreements ,    They  are 
not  likely  to  affect  the  poultry  meat  industry  seriously  since  its  foreign  trade 
is  usually  negligible .    In  no  year  except  1946  have  imports  or  exports  of  poultry 
meat  exceeded  1  percent  of  the  total  output, 


(For  release  January  16,  p.m0) 


DECEAEER  1947  -  JANUARY  1948  -  h  - 

EGGS:    REGIONAL  DEVELOPMENTS  AND  OUTLOOK  FOR  19U8 

Production  -  Egg  production  in  19^8  probably  ..will  be  slightly  below 
I9U7.    On  December  1,  I9U7  there  were  U60  million  potential  layers  on  farms 
(hens  and  pullets  of  laying  ago,  pullets  not  of  laying  age),  2  percent  more 
than  a  year  earlier.    During  the  first  few  months  of  19 U8,  the  number  of  layers 
or.  farms  is  likely  to  be  about  as  large  as  the  previous  year.    However,  fewer 
chickens  are  expected  to  bs  raised  because  the  egg-feed  price  ratio  will  be 
lower.    Consequently,  the  number  of  layers  on  farms  during  the  latter  half' 
of  I9U8  will  be  less  than  a  year  earlier. 

By  regions,  the  number  of  potential  layers  on  farms  December  1,  I9V7, 
as  a  percentage  of  the  previous  year,  was:    North  Atlantic,  111  percent;  East 
North  Central,  102  percent;  Vest  North  Central,  100  percent;  South  Atlantic , 
99  percent;  South  Central,  97  percent;  and  Western,  106  percent. 

Egg  production  in  North  Atlantic  and  Western,  regions  is  expected  to  be 
substantially  higher  during  the  early  months  of  1958  than  in  19^7.    During  the 
latter  half  of  19^8,  however,  output  may  be  less  than  in  19^7.    Both  these  areas 
have  a  feed  deficit  and.  are  likely  to  be  most  seriously  affected  by  the  high 
feed  prices  during  the  hatching  season  of  19*+8t    This  probably  will  result 
in  sharp  reductions  in  the  number  of  chickens  to  be  raised  for  flock  replacement 
which  will  cut  down  the  number  of  layers  on  farms  during  the  latter  part  of  19^8, 

Farm  egg  output  in  the  West  North  Central  and  East  North  Central  States 
is  not  likely  to  be  much  different  from  I9W".    In  the  Fast  North  "Central  area, 
the  number  of  potential  layers  was  2  percent  larger  in  December  19^7  than  in 
December  19^6 ,    Production  in  this  area  may  be  somewhat  higher  during  the  early 
part  of  I9KS  than  in  19U7 , 

The  rate  of  lay  during  19^7  was  a  record.    Through  November  the  number  of  • 
eggs  per  layer  averaged  IU9,  compared  with  IV?  the  previous  year,  and  the  1936-Vj 
average  of  132  (table  1),      The  rate  of  lay  has  increased  50  percent  in  the  last 
decade  and  a  half. 

Egg  production  for  the  first  11  months  of  19^7  totaled  52  billion,  about 
the  same  as  in  3-9^6,  but  23  percent  above  the  I936-I+5  average,    The  largest  in- 
crease   over  last  year  occurred  in  the  North  Atlantic  States  where  production 
vas  5  percent  above  I9U6.    Most  of  the  increase  occurred  during  the  second  half 
of  the  year. 

During  N  ovember,  farm  egg  production  totaled  3,291  million  eggs,  6  per- 
cent above  November  I9U6,  and  1-1/2  times  the  I936-U5  average  for  the  month.  The 
gain  ever  I946  was  largely  due  to  a  5  percent  increase  in  the  rate  of  lay.  The 
average  number  of  layers  was  about  as  large  as  the  previous  year. 
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Table  1.—  ^ggs  oroduced  on  farms,  number  per  layer  on  hand,  January-November, 
1936-4-5  ^vera-ge,- 1946,  1947,  and  1947  as  "a  p,  rccntage  of  1946 


:  F 

Tgs  produced 

Eggs  per  layer 

:           January  -  November 

"  •    January  - 

November 

Region 

*  J-l  V  CI  CliiC  # 

TO/ 7 

ii  V  crl  d  gfc: 

:  J.V4  /  a  s 

d    ycl  — 

:  J-V4-0  ! 

:a  per— 

centage- 

:  6  en  ta^e 

.  L  .                                      -  ■  

of  1946 

•  • 

•  • 

:of  1946 

-Million  1 

lillion  Million 

Percent 

Numb  er 

Number 

Number 

Percent 

North  Atlantic 

7.941      8  373 

10*5 

1  ^3 

1UO 

J-  JX 

East  North  Central: 

8,911 

10,516  10,639 

101 

135 

153 

154 

101 

fpst,  North  Central* 

11,506 

15,738    15,  514 

99 

129 

150 

153, 

.  102 

South  Atlantic  j 

-  3,544 

4,238  4,253 

100 

120 

128 

-  130  ' 

102 

South  Central  • 

7,350 

8,450  8,032 

•95 

115 

120 

126 

"104 

West  : 

.     ;4,477 ■ 

4,965  4,919 

99 

147 

154 

161 

10,5 

United  States  j 

42,121 

51,848  51,730 

100 

132 

145 

149 

103 

Table  2.-  E?gs:    United  States  average  farm  prices  and  regional 
differentials,.  1935-39  average  and  1943-1947 


Region 

:  1935-39 
:  average 

1943 

:  ■  1944  : 

1945 

:      1946  j 

1947 

:  Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

United  States 

21.7 

38.7 

33.8 

39,0 

39.2 

45.6 

New  England 

:  10.7 

8.3 

8.2  -  ' 

10.6 

10.9 

15,8 

Middle  Atlantic 

:  5.9 

5.9 

•  3.9 

7.3 

6..7 

10.4 

t  North  Central 

:    -  0.6 

-  1.3 

-  1.7 

-  2,8 

-  4.0 

-  1.6 

West  North  Central 

:     -  3.3 

•  -  3.7 

-  3.4 

-  6,1 

-  6.9 

-  7.6 

South  Atlantic 

:  2.0 

1.0 

2„6 

2.1 

2,5 

5.6 

East  South  Central 

:    -  1.4 

.  >  2.4 

-  0,6  ■ 

-  2.5 

-  2.5 

-  0.7 

West  South  Central 

!    -  2.9 

.    -  3.3 

-  1,7 

-.4.8 

-  3.2 

-  2,.8 

Mountain 

:  1.1 

-  0.3 

0„3 

•  -0.1 

0,7 

2.4 

Pacific  . 

2.0 

4,9 

5.0  • 

•  4.7 

5.9 

7.7 

J 
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Prlcoc 

Fgg  prices  fanners  will  receive    during  19^8  for  the  United  States  as  a 
whole  are  likely  to  average  at  least  as  high  as  in  19^7*  particularly  during  thei 
flush  production  season.    This  will  he  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  index  of 
prices  paid  by  farmers,  including  interest  and  taxes,  will  he  higher.  This 
would  mean  that  the  minimum  support  level  for  eggs  through  the  19^8  flush  pro- 
duction season  will  he  higher  than  actual  returns  in  19*+7.    In  mid-December  the 
index  of  prices  paid,  interest,  and  taxes  was  2^5  compared  with  an  average  of 
229  for  March  through  June  I9V7, an  increase  of  7  percent.    Prices  received  by 
farmers  from  February  through  June  19^7  averaged  kO  cents  per  dozen,  9^  per- 
cent of  parity. 


Prices  received  by  farmers  in  the  Hew  England  and  Middle  Atlantic  regions 
are  not  likely  to  average  any  higher  in  19%8  than  in  19^7  except  possibly  in 
the  latter  months.    During  I9U7 ,  demand  for  eggs  in  the  North  Atlantic  States 
was  exceptionally  strong,  partly  because  higher  incomes  resulted  in  a  stronger 
demand  for  high  quality  eggs  than  in  earlier  years.    Price  differences  among 
grades  and  sizes  were  exceptionally  wide.    On  a  percentage  basis,  however,  the 
spreads  were  narrower  than  in  pre-war  years  although  wider  than  in  recent 
years  (table.  2). 

Producers'  prices  in  the  Western  states  (Mountain  and  Pacific  regions) 
exceeded  the  U.  S.  average  by  a  wider  margin  than  usual.    Pert  of  this  has  been 
due  to  the  change  from  a  surplus  to  a  deficit  producing    area.    Egg  prices  in 
the  Western  states  are  not  expected  to  be  as  much  above  the  United  States  averag? 
in  I9U8  as  in  I9U7;  but  are  likely  to  be  much  more  above  the  average  than  before 
the  war. 

Prices  received  for  eggs  by  farmers  in  the  Central  States  probably  will 
average  higher  in  I9U8  than  in  I9V7,  and  are  not  expected  to  be  as  far  below 
the  United  States  average  as  in  I9V7.    This  will  be  partly  due  to  smaller  supplie 
than  during  I9U7  » 

THE  CURRENT  SITUATION 
Egg  Prices  Fluctuate  Violently 

■  During  the  past  few  months,  prices  of  eggs  have  been  very  irregular.  The 
seasonal  peak  in  the  prices  received  by  farmers  usually  is  reached  in  November 
or  December.    This  year  prices  rose  sharply  in  September  and  October,  declined 
during  November  and  then  began  to  increase  in  early  December.    After  mid-Dec- 
ember, prices  declined  sharply.    Prices  received  by  farmers  in  mid-October  aver- 
aged 55.3  cents  per  dozen,  in  mid-November  53.4  cents,  and  in  mid-December  58.7 
cents.    The  mid-December  price  was  the  highest  since  1920. 
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Even  wider  price  fluctuations  were  reported  in  wholesale  markets.  For 
example,  Chicago  U.  S.  Extras  No,  1  and  2  reached  a  peak  of  6k. 5  cent 3  a  dozen 
on  October  15,  declined  to  58. 0  cents  a  dozen  "by  November  13,  reached  another 
peak  of  67-0  cents  a  dozen  on  December  8  and  then  declined  sharply  to  50.2  cents 
on  January  5,  l^kQ. 

These  fluctuations  reflected,  at  least  in  part,  changes  in  stock  position. 
In  September  and' October,  stocks  of  shell  eggs  and. withdrawals  were  relatively 
low.-  Prices  rose  sharply.    From  mid-October  to  the  end  of  November,  withdrawals 
from  cold  storage  were  still  small  but  apparently  sufficient  to  cause  seme  de- 
cline in  price • 

Prices  of  agricultural  commodities  have  made  four  major  advances  since 
June  19^6,  the  last  month  that  wartime  price  controls  were  in  effect.    The  first 
major  advance  began  in  July  l$hb  when  price  controls  were  temporarily  discontin- 
ued; the  second  in  October  19^6  when  nearly  all  price  controls  were  finally 
removed;  the  third  in  March  19^+7 >  and  the  fourth  in  September  19^7 • 

From  June  19^+6  to  December  19^-7,  "the  index  of  prices  received  by  "farmers 
rose  from  2l8  (Aug.  1909-July  191^=100)  to  a  record  of  301,  an  increase  of  38 
percent.    The  index  of  prices  of  poultry  and  eggs,  seasonally  adjusted,  rose 
only  20  percent  in  the  same  period,    Since  1935-39;  poultry  products  have  ad- 
vanced less  than  any  other  livestock  products.    The  index  of  prices  of  poultry 
and  eggs  in  December  was  113  percent  above  the  1935-39  average,'  whereas  other 
livestock  cemmoditites  were  1^2  to  296  percent  higher  than  the  1935-39  average. 

Consumption  of  Eggs  Very  High 

Consumption  of  eggs  during  19^+7  will  average  more  than  380  per  person, 
second  only  to  the  397  eggs  consumed  in  19^5,  and  about  3  percent  above  the 
19^6  level.    During  November,  consumption  was  about  29  eggs  per  person,  higher 
than  in  aay  previous  November,  except  ±9k6 ,      The  strong  demand  and  the  high 
rate  of  egg  consumption  was  probably  due  in  large  part  to  the  fact  that  the 
relation  of  retail  prices  of  red  meats  to  retail  egg  prices  favored  eggs. 

Egg-Feed  Price  Ratio  Much  Less 
Favorable  Than  Last  Year 

Egg  prices  have  been  at ' or  near  record  levels  in  recent  months.  Because 
of  increases  in  feed  prices,  however,  the  relationship  between  egg  and  feed 
prices  has  been  much  less  favorable  than  in  recent  years.    The  egg-feed  ratio 
in  mid-December  (with  egg  prices  adjusted  for  seasonal  variation)  was  10.0,  the 
lowest  on  record  for  that  month  except  in  I93U  and  1939 . 

The  egg-feed  price  ratio  is  likely  to  continue  low  for  several  months  or 
at- least  until  19^8  feed  crop  prospects  become  known.    The  unusually  high  price 
of-  feed  in  relation  to  egg  prices  probably  will  result  in  fewer  chickens  being 
raised  during  I9U8  than  in  19kj ,    This  will  mean  fewer  layers  on  farms  during 
late  I9U8  than  in  late  I9V7  (table  3). 
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Table  3 . -Egg-feed  price  ratio,  with  egg  prices  adjusted  for 
seasonal  variation,  United  States,  l$k$-kj  l/ 


(Lata  for  cover  chart) 


Year 


1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 

1939 
1940 
19U1 
1942 

19^3 
1944 

1946 
19U7 


Jan. 
15 


:Feb. 
15 

Lb .      Lb . 


Mor . 

15 


:Apr, 
:  15 


11.2 
13  2 

9.5 

12,7 
13.0 

10.8 

12.3 
15.4 
16.6 
11,8 
14.2 

13.5 
11.5 


13.6 
15.8 

9.3 
10.8 

12.9 
13.2 
11.6 
14.2 

15.7 

12.1 
13.6 
11.6 

12.5 


Lb. 

11,7 

13.3 
10.4 

12.3 

13.5 
10-9 

12.0 

14.3 

16.9 
12.6 

13.7 
12,3 

12.5 


Lb. 

12.5 
13  .2 
10.2 
12.3 
12.8 
10.6 
14.0 
14.1 
15.1 
11.1 

13.7 
12.0 
12.2 


:Mey  :  June : July : Aug.  :Sept .  ;0ct 
Lb  r    Lb .    Lb .    Lb .    I'D ,      Lb , 


.:Nbv.  sDec . 


.Average 


13.7 
14.3 
9.2 
14,0 
12.4 
10.8 
14.1 
14. 5 
16.1 
10.  & 
13.8 
11.6 
12.3 


14.1 

14.9 

9.3 
14.8 

12.3 
10.8 

±6  cO 

15.8 
15.9 

10".  9'- 
14.4 
11,0 
11.4 


13*9 

12,4 

9.6 
14.8 
12.6 

11.3 
15.4 
14.5 
14.4 

11,2 

13.9 
9.6 

IX.  o 


13.5 
11.0 
10.1 

15.1 
12.5 

11.1 

14.6 
14.8 

14,3 
11.3 
14.3 

9  =  9 
10.8 


13  c8 
10.0 
10.2 
15  c6 
10.9 
11.5 
13.5 
13-9 
13.2 
11,1 

12,5 
11.1 

10.7 


12.8 
10,1 
11.2 
15.2 
11.2 
11.6 
12c6 

13.7 
13..  1 
11.3, 

12.4 
12.1 
10.1 


15  *  15 
Lb  r    Lb .      Lb . 


12.8 
10.6 
11.9 
14.7 
11=2 
ll„3 
12.8 
13=0 
12,6 
11. 9 
12.7 
10.7 
9.4 


13.1 
10.2 

12.1 

15.1 

9-5 
12.9 

13.5 
14.1 

12,6 

13.1 
13-2 
11.0 
10,0 


13a 

12.4 
10.2 

14  • 
12.1 
11.4 
13.6 
14.4 
14.3 
11.6 

13.5 

11.4 

11.2 


1/  Number  of  pounds  of  poultry  ration  equivalent  in  value  at  lccal  fare  markets  to 


1  dozen  eggs. 


Stocks  of  Chickens 

Exceptionally  High  ( 

Cold-storage  stocks  of  chicken  meat  totaled  219  million  pounds  on 
December  1,  1947, a  record  for  that  date.    This  was  22  percent  greater  than  on 
December  1,  1946,  and  more  than  double  December  stocks  in  any  nrewar  year,  except 
1936. 

Slaughter  of  chicken  during  the  past  few  months  has  been  about  as  large 
as  a  year  earlier.    The  into- storage  movement  of  chicken  has  been  substantially 
higher  than  a  year  earlier,  and  it  appears  that  consumption  has  been  below' the 
same  period  of  1946.  -   .  Y 

Commercial  broiler  output  will  be  less  the  next  few  months  than  a  year 
earlier.    This  is  indicated  by  the  decline  in  commercial  hatchings  of  baby  chicks 
which  in  October  and  November  were  about  5  percent  below  the  previous  .year,  and 
by  the  17  percent  fewer  eggs  in  incubators  on  December  1,  1947  than  on  fecember 
19^o.    Nearly  all  of  the  chicks  hatched  during  October,  November-  and  December 
are  for  commercial  broiler  growers* 


PES- 12  4 


-  9- 


Egg  Production  Goal  of  ■  ■ 

T200  Million  Pozen  Susies ted 


The  national  crop  goals  for  I9US  announced  "by  the  department  of  Agriculture 
on  November  21  called  for  356  million  acres,  about  9  million  above  the  actual  ■•. 
acreage  for  1947 • 

The  goal  for  egg  production  was  aet  at  4200  million  dozen,  9?percent  below. 
1947.  Substantial  reductions  in  the  number  of  chickens  and  turkeys  to  be  raised 
also  were  requested  (table  4)  . 


Year 


1942 
Goal 
Actual 

1943 
Goal 
Actual 

1944 
Goal 
Actual 

1945 
Goal 

Actual    ...  .. 

1946 
Goal 
Actual 

1947 
Goal  , 
Indicated 

1943 
Tentative 

goal 
Percentage 
1948  goal 
is  of  1947 


Table  4.-  Goals  and  production,  poultry  and  eggs, 
United  States,  1942-43 


Farm 
production 

•  of 
eggs 

;  Chickens 
:  raised 

:  Commercial 
:  broilers 

Turkeys  ■ 
raised 

:     Hens  and 
:  pullets. .  on 
• :  farms 
Jan .  1 

Mil.  doz„ 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

.3,822 

:    4,05Q.  I 

228,187 

32,805 

427,911 

4,345 

•  %9$  ■ 

872,026 
1,001,392 

285,293 

38,699 
32,309 

455,337 
488,959 

4,59^' 
4,877 

892,983 
332,063 

208/805 
264,999 

32,079 
35,616 

527,012 
523,567 

4,350 
4,655 

745,800 
914,793 

213,000 
■  345,598 

35,666 
44,221 

47%  000 
473,880 

3,909 
4,634 

679/156 
.739,692 

274,213 

38,074 
41,109 

407,993 
474,233 

4,200 
4,623  ; 

677,110 
7.42,047 

40,378 
34,667 

435,000 
436,535 

4,200 

690,104 

30,507.  ' 

;'■     ■  400,000, 

"' '  •.  91  .' 

.  93 

88 . 

...     .  .  .  V 
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STATUS  OF  GOVERNMENT  PROGRAMS 


Under  the  Steagall  Amendment  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
is  required  to  support  prices  of  poultry  products  at  a  minimum  of  90  percent 
of  parity  through  Decaiber  31 ,  1948. 

During  1947,  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  purchased  the 
equivalent  of  nearly  9  milli  on       ee  of  shell  eggs  -    Nearly  half  (4  million 
cases)  was  bought  to  fulfill  British  requirements  arid  the  rest  for  price 
support ,    During  the  period  that  the  Department  purchased  eggs ,  (February  throug 
July)  prices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  averaged  93  percent  of  parity. 

The  USDA  also  purchased  1.5  million  pounds  of  dressed  turkey  during  the 
spring  and  summer  of  1947  for  price  support,    In  recent  months,  most  of 
this  turkey  has  been  resold  to  the  armed  forces. 

In  early  December,  the  USDA  o'med  about  60  million  pounds  of  frozen  eggs 
and  23  million  pounds  of  dried  eggs.    Frozen  eggs  have  been  offered  at  about 
35  cents  per  pound  to  domestic  buyers  .and  by  late  December,  one  million  pounds 
aad  been  sold0    Dried  egg  stocks  on  hand  were  recently  offered  for  export  at 
65  cents  per  pound  which  is  about  half  of  the  government's  purchase  price, 
About  500>000  pounds  have  been  sold.    Under  recent  legislation,  the  USDA  is 
permitted  to  sell  to  foreign  governments  commodities  purchased  for  price  sup- 
port at  a  price  per  calorie  equal  to  the  price  per  Galorie  of  wheat. 

The  USDA  has  announced  in  recent  months  price  support  programs  for  fowl 
and  turkeys.    On  August  29,  a  schedule  of  prices  at  which  I9V7  crop  turkeys  were 
to  be  supported  for  the  period  from  September  1,  1947,  through  January  31,  1948 
was  announced.    A  specific  program  for  purchasing  chickens  was  first  announced 
on  November  10  and  later  amended  on  December  1.    However,  neither  turkeys  nor 
fowl  have  been  purchased  for  price  support  thus  far,    A  specific  egg  program 
has  not  yet  been  announced  for  19*4-8. 

FOREIGN  TRADE  IN  POULTRY 

Foreign  trade  in  chickens  and  turkeys  never  has  been  large.    Until  1942, 
neither  imports  nor  exports  exceeded  the  equivalent  of  10  million  pounds  of  dress 
poultry.    In  1944  and  I945  when  the  meat  situation  was  tight  in  the  United  States 
moderate  quantities  of  chicken  were  imported  from  Canada  and  turkey  from  Argen- 
tina.   However,  in  neither  of  those  years  did  imports  exceed  the :  equivalent  of 
^0  million  pounds  of  dressed  poultry  or  less  than  one  percent  of  total  domestic 
consumption.    Exports  increased  somewhat  in  I945  and  1946  largely  because  of 
foreign  requirements.    Data  on  imports  and  exports  by  countries  for  prewar  and 
from  1944  through  October  1947  are  shown  in  Tables  5  and  6, 
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Table  5.-  Exports  of  poultry,  United  States,  by  oountries,  1934-38  average,  1944-47 


1947  1/ 
Jan.-Oot. 


Country 


1934-38 
average 


1944 


1946 


1946  1/ 


Live  'Dressed8  Live  'Dressed'canned  '  Live  'Dressed*  Canned'  Live  'Dressed'  Canned'Liva  2/'Dressed 'fanned 

t  s  i  »  i  j  t   j_        t  t   t  -'•  1   ••»' 

i76oo  1,000 

pounds  pounds 


1,000 
pounds 


1,000  1,000 
pounds  pounds 


1,000 
pounds 


1,000 

pounds 


1,000  1,000 
pounds  pounds 


1,000 
pounds 


1,000 
pounds 


1,000  1,000  1,000- 
pounds    pound 8  pound's 


Canada  ; 

25 

112 

7 

4 

0 

10 

32 

0 

51 

4,274 

13 

1,393 

4 

Mexico  i 

5 

69 

36 

119 

2 

73 

115 

1 

172 

187 

6 

375 

3 

Bermuda  i 

5 

235 

3 

r 

0 

6 

132 

5 

276 

8 

248 

3 

Venezuela  t 

4 

5 

2 

¥ 

6 

% 

¥ 

22 

87 

19 

735 

36 

Cuba  i 

1 

2 

7 

a 

18 

223 

29 

55 

2 

223 

3 

Curacso  j 

1 

116 

2 

166 

2 

3 

6 

368 

9 

548 

6 

U.  K.  s 

1 

460 

0 

506 

y 

3/ 

177 

98 

3,100 

0 

5,050 

D.S.S.H.  t 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

110 

0 

0 

11,686 

0 

I 

Other  t 

countries*. 

23 

766 

20 

83 

96 

31 

349 

861 

285 

1,055 

4,208 

3,965 

194 

Total  t 

64 

1,765 

77 

877 

102 

152 

1,029 

1,072 

571 

9,351 

15,951 

12,536 

250 

1/  Preliminary*  27  Not  available  by  oountries.  3/  Less  than  500  pounds 
Compiled  from  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United  States,  and 


official  records  of  tha  Bureau  of  th«  Census. 


Table  6.-  Poultryi    United  States  imports  for  consumption  by  country  of  origin,  1934-38  average,  1944-47 


Country 

i         1934-38  » 
t         average  * 

1944  ' 
l 

1945  ' 
$ 

1946  t 

1/ 

1947 

Jan. -Oct. 

j    Live  | 

Dressed  j 

Live    |  Dressed' 

Live 

t  ._          ,  < 

Dressed 
8  s 

Live  ' 

9 

Dressed8 
t 

Live 

t  ■ 
Dressed 

t 

i  l.obo 

t  pounds 

1,000 

pounds 

1,000  1,000 
pounds  pounds 

1,000 
pound 

1,000 

s  pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pound 3 

1,000 

ps  i  '  ■ 

1,000 
pound 3 

Canada 

Dominican  Republic 

Argentina 

Other  countries 

I  1,320 
i  185 

'  u 

t  9 

54 

u 

285 
176 

2,461  18,071 

83  60 
0  ^/6,282 
3  1 

82 
4 
0 
9 

15,162 
220 
3/9,720 
79 

32 
143 
0 
6 

71 

90 
5 
0 

8,132 
23 
0 
2 

988 
4 
0 
1 

Total 

t  1,515 

515 

2,547  24,413 

95 

25,181 

183 

166 

6,157 

993 

1/  Preliminary^     Zj  Less  than  500  pounds.    3/  Mostly  turkeys. 
Compiled  from  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  tha  United^  States,  and  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


Table  7.-  United  States  tariff  rates  and  concessions  effective  January  1,  1948,  with  comparisons 

Poultry  and  Eggs 


Commodity 


t 

g  Tariff 

i  Act 

,  of  1930 


Rates  in  effect  t 
December  18,  1947  g 


Rates 


General 
agreement 

rates 
Jan.  1,  1948 


'  Conts 

Live    poultry  (turkeys,  chioken,  ducks,  t      8  pound 

geese,  and  guineas)  t 

Baby  chicks  t      4  each 

Dead  dressed,  poultry,  or  undressed  t 

fresh  chilled  or  frozen  ohickens,  j 

.ducks,  geese  and  guineas  t    10  pound 

Birds,  dead,  etc.n.s.p.f.  (except  s 

turkeys)  t    10  pound 

Birds,  incl.  poultry,  except  turkey3  t 

prepared  or  preserved,  n.s.p.f.  t     10  pound 

Eggs,  chicken,  in  the  shell  «    10  dozen 

Eggs,  other,  in  the  shell  »     10  dozen 

Eggs,  dried:    Wide,  yolk,  albumen  :     27  pound 

Eggs,  frozen  or  otherwise  prepared  t 

whole,  yolk,  albumen  j    11  pound 


Cents 
4  pound 

4  each 

6  pound 

5  pound 

10  pound 
5  dozen 

10  dozen 
27  pound 

11  pound 


Cents 
2  pound 

2  each 

3  pound 

2-  1/2  pound 

l/    5  pound 

3-  1/2  doz8n 
l/    5  dozen 

l/  17  pound 

1/    7  pound 


V  Will  not  become  effective  January  1,  1948.  Will  become  effective  30  days  after  the  President  proclaims  that 
the  country  with  which  the  concession  was  negotiated  has  signed  the  Protocol  of  provisional  application. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  Penalty  for  private  use  to  avoid 
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